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THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
WasHINGTON, D, &, 20301-1200

DEC 14 260 e
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HEALTH AFFAIRE

MEMORANDUM FOR ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF THE ARMY (M&RA)
ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF THE NAVY (M&RA)
ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF THE ATR FORCE (MRAI&ZE)

SUBJECT: New Reparting and Quarying Requiremenls for the National Practiticner
. Dz Bank (NPDB) _

Department of Defense Instraction (DaD]) 6028,15 “Implementation of Department of Defense
Participation in the Nationa) Practitioner Data Bank (NFDB) (Enclosure A) has been revised and reissued
effective Octobey 12, 2000. I especially call your attention to Section 4.2 concerning informarion about
paid malpractics suits being raparted Lo the NFDB. The 180-day period to detsrmine quality of care and
10 overcoms the praaumption thas the paymént has been rmade on bebalf of the provider(s) invelved is
critical. Because these standard of care deferminations are essential, every effort must be made to provide
adequate clinical and administrative resources to review these cases to prevent the required reporting of
cases wher, in fact, it is determined that the standard of care was indeed met, hut that tha dotermination
exceaded the 180 day period. -
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ack Tost physicians or. dentists. 'I“hjs mqnlhrcmm'EI'ﬁ'm pidficite unﬂsistenn}r ami ensure accunv:nblltty
for all privileged healthcare pmﬁdm ) .

Fm.lly, as gtated in policy memorandum dat=d Cotober 4, 1996, (Enclosure B), the morvatorium
an querying the NFDIB for practitioners other than physicians and denrists was-extended for fiscal ysars .
1957 through 2000, This sxténsich Tias now Tapsed and wiltnot be renewed. As of Decaimber 31, 1999,
practitioners other than physicians and dentists comprise 10 percent (22,746) of all reports in the NPDB,
Dentists comprised 14.3% (32,586) and physicians comprised 75.7% (172,209) of ali reporrs.
Muoreover, practitioners ather than physicians and dentists mmpme 13.4% (19.5200 of ad)- pracuunnm
with al ieast ape report in the NPDB, while dentisis comptise 14.7% (21,336), and physicians comprise
the romaining 71.9% (J04,678). Rnclosure C provides a detailed breakout of this information.
Henceforth, all licensed practitioners will requirc a query of the NPDIE when applying for initial clinical
privileges of when renswing existing privileges. The nex; sevision of Department of Defense Dircctive
(DoDD) 6025.13-“Clinical Quality Management Program {CQMPF) in the Military Health Services
System (MHSS), J‘ul}r 20, 1995, will rcﬂuctmns change. -
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My point chunbmt ie COL Jn—hn Powers at (7&3) 681-1703 ext. 5215; or email

John. Puwm@ha.md rml

J. Jagrect Clintom, MD, MPH
ACLng Assistant Secretary




